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Born in 1475 in Caprese 
near Arezzo, Italy 
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He was born during the Italian 
Renaissance- meaning rebirth.
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Michelangelo’s  parents moved to 
Florence when he was 6.
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Michelangelo’s  parents moved to 
Florence when he was 6.

When his mother became ill,
Michangelo went to go live with 

a stone cutter and his family.
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Center of the Renaissance
Florence, Italy 
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At 12, Michelangelo
persuades his father 

to let him become an artist. 
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At 12, Michelangelo
persuades his father 

to let him become an artist. 
His father wanted him 

to be a farmer.

He apprentices with a 
popular painter in Florence.
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Lorenzo Medici “The Magnificant”
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Michelangelo lives in Lorenzo’s 
palace and is treated like a son.
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Michelangelo lives in Lorenzo’s 
palace and is treated like a son.

He begins to sculpt.
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One night at dinner, Michelangelo got 
a brawl with a competitive sculptor, 

Torriciano, who broke his nose, 
disfiguring him for life.
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The Medici fall from power and 
Michelangelo leaves for Rome.
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Rome and Florence
are arch enemies. 
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Rome and Florence
are arch enemies. 

Each is trying to become the 
most powerful city and the center 

of art, poetry, music, and architecture. 
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Michelangelo is commissioned by 
the Holy See in Rome to carve the 
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Michelangelo is commissioned by 
the Holy See in Rome to carve the 

Pieta.
Michelangelo is 24.

Everyone thought it was a miracle that 
Michelangelo could make 

perfection from a 
formless block of stone.
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Michelangelo becomes a sensation 
and everyone wants him to carve 

sculptures for their 
palaces, churches and tombs.
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“bizarro e fantastico”
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Michelangelo’s nickname because he 
withdraws himself from others 

and does not stop working to bathe or eat.

“bizarro e fantastico”
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He becomes obsessed.

17



17



Michelangelo knew where to get the 
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Michelangelo knew where to get the 
best marble in Tuscany.

Once he spent 8 months finding 
just the right piece.

He would watch the men quarry the 
rock and then travel with the marble 

to make sure it did not crack.
Some said he was married to his marble 

because that is all he loved.
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Carrara, Italy marble quarry
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Michelangelo is commissioned to 
make a colossal statue portraying 

David as a symbol of 
Florentine freedom.
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The 15 foot slab of marble was 
nicknamed “The Giant”.

Another artist had already started 
carving the feet and gave up.

At 26, Michelango shows his 
mastery of the human body 

by carving David.

The body looked powerful and grand.

Leonardo da Vinci wanted the commission.

21



They argued over possible locations for the statue, 
one was a rooftop. 
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They argued over possible locations for the statue, 
one was a rooftop. 

It was placed in front of the Palazzo Vecchio.
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It was eventually moved inside the 
Accademia, where it is today.

23



It was eventually moved inside the 
Accademia, where it is today.

In 1991, someone attacked the statue with a 
hammer, breaking the toes.
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The eyes turn toward Rome.
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The eyes turn toward Rome.
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Rome wants to get even.
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Pope Julius in Rome wants Michelango 
to start carving his tomb.
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Michelangelo works on the Pope’s tomb
for 40 years.
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Michelangelo works on the Pope’s tomb
for 40 years.
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Michelangelo works on the Pope’s tomb
for 40 years.

During that time, Pope Julius asked
Michelangelo to decorate 

the ceiling of a chapel 
in his Vatican palace.

 

He never finishes it.
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“I am a sculptor, not a painter.”
Michelangelo told him bluntly. 
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“I am a sculptor, not a painter.”
Michelangelo told him bluntly. 
Pope Julius gave Michelangelo no option.
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The scaffolding was already 
hung by ropes from the ceiling.

The ceiling is as long as a football field
and 65 feet high.

Michelangelo changed the scaffolding, 
building it up from the floor. 

He did not want to have to fill up the holes in the 
ceiling when the painting was finished.
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At 59 years old, Michelangelo painted 
the ceiling alone for 4 long years.
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At 59 years old, Michelangelo painted 
the ceiling alone for 4 long years.

He was silent, filthy, and his body took on a 
deformed shape from leaning backwards.
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500 years later we are still
astounded...
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500 years later we are still
astounded...

at Michangelo’s Sistine Chapel.
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Michelangelo was instructed to paint
the 12 apostles in a starry sky.
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Michelangelo was instructed to paint
the 12 apostles in a starry sky.

He painted over 300 figures
depicting the Creation.
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Michelangelo was instructed to paint
the 12 apostles in a starry sky.

He wanted to amaze the world.

He painted over 300 figures
depicting the Creation.
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Michelangelo painted himself.
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Michelangelo planned to add precious lapis lazuli 
and gold leaf to the ceiling, 

but the scaffolding was already removed. 
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Michelangelo planned to add precious lapis lazuli 
and gold leaf to the ceiling, 

but the scaffolding was already removed. 
When the Pope reminded him, 

he said that the people depicted were not wealthy.
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buon fresco
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all at once.
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buon fresco
Michelangelo painted only on fresh 
plaster and completed every detail 

all at once.
He did not come back “a secco” to fill in details.
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Medicis back in power in Florence and 
Michelangelo becomes involved in architecture.

What building is 
this?
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He designs the Laurentine Library 
and the Medidi tombs.
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Rome wants him back.
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Sistine Chapel.
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A new Pope in Rome
orders him to paint

the wall above the alter in the 
Sistine Chapel.

Back he goes against his will.

The project is his 
greatest achievement

as a painter.
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The Last Judgement
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56



Michelangelo paints his figures 
without clothes and

you cannot tell whether
they are rich or poor.
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Michelangelo painted himself.
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From 1980-1994, the Sistine Chapel 
frescoes were restored.
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From 1980-1994, the Sistine Chapel 
frescoes were restored.

Restoring is sometimes controversial, 
as it can remove some of the actual painting details.

It was discovered that Michelangelo 
used the best possible fresco techniques.

What did they remove?
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It was claimed after the restoration that 
“every book on Michelangelo will have to be 

rewritten.”
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Now they have to use a special air conditioning
system to protect the frescoes from the dangers of car 

exhaust and billions of tourists with new bacteria. 
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Now they have to use a special air conditioning
system to protect the frescoes from the dangers of car 

exhaust and billions of tourists with new bacteria. 
Before, the frescos were protected with a layer of soot.

What will happen in the next 500 years?
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Back to 1540.
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“The marble not yet carved 
can hold the form

Of every thought the great artist has,
And no conception ever comes to pass
Unless the hand obeys the intellect.”
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“The marble not yet carved 
can hold the form

Of every thought the great artist has,
And no conception ever comes to pass
Unless the hand obeys the intellect.”

Michelangelo becomes a poet.
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He begins to draw.

67



68



69



70



At 71, Michelangelo was appointed head architect 
of St. Peter’s Basicila. 

He designed the dome without salary.
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Michelangelo appointed head architect of 
St. Peter’s Basicila and designed the dome.
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Michelangelo died at 88,
a few weeks short of his 89th birthday.
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Michelangelo died at 88,
a few weeks short of his 89th birthday.

St. Peter’s was not complete.
Pope Juluis’ Tomb was not finished.
And a pieta was still in the works.
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Michelangelo died rich and famous and yet exhausted.
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Michelangelo’s red chalk sketch 
for the dome of St. Peter’s, 

his last before his death in 1564, 
was discovered in the Vatican archives. 
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Michelangelo’s red chalk sketch 
for the dome of St. Peter’s, 

his last before his death in 1564, 
was discovered in the Vatican archives. 

It is extremely rare since he destroyed his 
designs later in life.
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His body was placed 
in a church in Rome. 

But Florence won.
Michelangelo’s body was moved in the 

presence of a large crowd to the 
Church of Santa Croce.
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Michelangelo’s Tomb in Florence
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Michelangelo’s carving on a dare in Florence
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Michelangelo
Buonarroti

is considered 
the greatest

sculptor. 
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You decide which work is his best..........
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